
 

 

• The New Schools Project: Funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the New Schools 
Project operates under the auspices of Easley’s Education Cabinet and will start 50 new small 
conversion schools by 2008-09 focused on emerging industries across the state such as 
biotechnology, health care, and information technology. 

• The Center for 21st Century Skills: Housed in the N.C. Business Committee for Education in 
the Office of the Governor, the nation’s first-ever Center for 21st Century Skills will focus on 
the redesign of high school curriculum, teacher training and assessment to incorporate 21st 
century content and learning skills.  The Center is expected to be operational by August. 

 
Created by the nation’s governors and business leaders, Achieve, Inc., is a bipartisan, non-profit 
organization that helps states raise academic standards, improve assessments and strengthen 
accountability to prepare young people for postsecondary education, work and citizenship.  Achieve 
regularly convenes governors, CEOs and other influential leaders to sustain support for higher 
standards and achievement for America's schoolchildren. 

Other members of the Achieve Board of Directors include co-chairman Gov. Bob Taft (Ohio);  co-
chairman Arthur F. Ryan, chairman and CEO, Prudential Financial, Inc.; vice chairman, Kerry 
Killinger, chairman and CEO, Washington Mutual; Gov. Ernie Fletcher (KY); Gov. Jennifer Granholm 
(MI); Gov. Edward G. Rendell (PA); Gov. Mike Rounds (SD); Jerry Jurgensen, CEO, Nationwide; 
Craig R. Barrett, CEO, Intel Corporation; Edward B. Rust, Jr., chairman and CEO, State Farm 
Insurance; and Chairman Emeritus, Louis V. Gerstner, Jr., former chairman and CEO, IBM 
Corporation. 
 
 

### 
 
For more information about Achieve, visit www.achieve.org. 
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